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Letter from the Editors 
 

Dear Reader, 
 

It is with great pleasure that we present Volume 12, Number 1 of Intersect, the first issue of the 
2018–2019 academic year. In this issue, we continue to explore the diversity of work and 
research within STS, bringing up questions that we hope pique your curiosity and expand your 
understanding of the benefits and concerns of new technologies and the importance of health 
policy around the world. Two of our research pieces delve into epidemiology and the effects of 
policy upon disease spread, with one focusing on AIDS and the other looking at influenza. The 
third research paper explores the gradual rise in online dating among the young Muslim 
community and its connections to identity and tradition. Our interview with Professor Jeff 
Hancock, founding director of the Stanford Social Media Lab and professor in the Department of 
Communication, explores his research on the use of technology and social media and the impact 
upon society.  
 
Intersect would not be possible without the hard work and commitment of our team and those 
who contribute to the journal. We would like to thank Professor John Willinsky — our journal’s 
advisor and the Director of Stanford’s Science, Technology, and Society department — for his 
insight, advice, and support during this and all issues of Intersect. We would also like to 
recognize the valuable contribution of our peer reviewers, whose thoughtful and informed 
reviews help ensure our journal’s quality. A special thank you to our creative and talented 
graphic designer Jeramiah Winston; we are privileged to have his art grace our cover for the 
seventh time. And finally, we would like to thank both the returning and new members of our 
editor team for the hard work, enthusiasm, and care that they put into this issue. It is thanks to 
these people that we proudly present Volume 12, Number 1 of Intersect. 
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